The Whip Around
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The whip around is a technique used to elicit an oral response to a task from all students very quickly.  Teachers ask students to explain what they have learned in a few words or a sentence.  (Alternative tasks include asking students to express their reaction to a topic in one or two words.) Once students are used to the technique, it should take just a few minutes to elicit a rapid response from a class of thirty students.  

Benefits 

• It enables teachers to assess student learning.

• It helps learners recall and review knowledge.

• It increases their proficiency in English.  Other students’ comments serve as a review   

   for the rest of the students and provide input for language development.

Rules

· Student comments should be short.

· Students should present their ideas as quickly as possible.  
· Everyone participates.

Note:  Whip Arounds are often used at the end of tasks or lessons.

Directions:  State one or two things you have learned in this session.  Use sentence frames.

Sentence Frames   

	I now know that…

I learned that…

I was reminded of…

I was surprised to learn that…

I feel … because I now know…


	What I learned makes me conclude…

I discovered that…

I've revisited an old idea about…

I pass. I’ll comment later. 

  “Piggy-back” on someone else's comment (with an additional idea).  


Alternatives:

What one or two words best express your reaction to ________?

What is the first word you think of when you think of ________?  

What one or two words best summarizes/expresses your opinion of ______?

What is one aspect of ______ would you like to know more about?
