SENTENCE FRAMES

The Importance of Sentence Frames in Math Instruction

Sentence frames help learners:

· Participate in instructional tasks

· Lower their anxieties about participating in a conversation in front of others

·  Get started 
·  Obtain learning objectives 
·  Stretch their linguistic abilities, so that they are able to participate in conversations

·  Increase their exposure to models of academic vocabulary, grammar and discourse

· Increase their opportunities to use language effectively

·  Advance their knowledge of English

· Demonstrate their ability to reach content objectives

· Demonstrate their ability to use academic language
Sentence Frames in Second Language Development

Input:  


Increase students’ exposure to language
Output: 


Provide opportunities for students to use language
Feedback: 


Provide feedback
Affective Variables: 

Build students’ confidence and lower their anxieties

Metalinguistic Awareness: 
Increase students’ ability to think about language and monitor their own language use

Some Possible Problems in the Use of Sentence Frames

1. They can lead students to use language in unnatural ways.

2. They do not necessarily result in grammatical language use:  

An annual ticket costs $50 because ____________

*An annual ticket cost $50 because that all the money Joe have.

     3.  Students require time to learn them.  Too much emphasis on the correct use of               sentence takes up classroom instructional time and that can undermine students’ math learning.
Guiding Questions in Developing and Selecting Sentence Frames

1. Are they useful? Will students use them in a specific math task and others?

2. Will they help students attain learning objectives?

3. Will they help learners advance their own language development?

4. Are they written at an appropriate cognitive and linguistic difficulty level for students?
The Importance of Partner Rehearsal and Sentence Frames before Classroom Discussions

Partner rehearsal:

Gives students time to collaborate on generating a thoughtful response before participating in front of others

Provides students with feedback on their response/s before they participate in a large discussion in front of classmates

Enables all students to participate (in large class discussions, not all students participate)

Builds students’ confidence in their own ability to communicate.

Questions 

1. What sentence frames will I use?  How many will I teach?  

2. How will I teach sentence frames?  What scaffolds will I use?
3. How will I give students guided practice in using sentence frames?

4. How will I provide less proficient students with opportunities to rehearse their use before using them in front of a large group?

5. How can I tell if the sentence frames I use are written at an appropriate cognitive and linguistic difficulty level for my students?
6. How will I ensure that the students use the sentence frames?

7. How will I provide feedback on students’ use of sentence frames?

8. How will I make sure that all students are engaged in content learning and not just focused on communicating using sentence frames?
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