Active and Passive Voice: The Language of Math
• You will convert sentences with the active and passive voice.

• You will explain the meaning of passive voice sentences.

• You will use active and passive voice sentences when you talk and write about math. 

Consider these sentences:

Active Voice:   
John drops a ball from a height of 100 feet.

Passive Voice: 
A ball is dropped from a height of 100 feet.

TASK: Explain how the sentences are different.  In the active voice sentence what is important? In the passive sentence what is important?  Does the passive voice sentence tell us who dropped the ball?

TASK:  Read the passive voice sentence again.  What person’s name could you put in the blank?

    A ball is dropped  by _________________________  from a height of 100 feet.

How should you form a passive voice sentence?  To write a sentence in the passive voice, use a form of the verb be (am, is, are, being, been) plus a verb form called the past participle.  Past participles often end in –ed or –en.

TASK:  Underline the passive verb forms in the sentences below.

Form of Be + Verb  (Past Participle)

Books are written.  
Games are played.
Words are spoken.

Sales are held.

Money is raised.
Socks are sorted.

Rules

• In the active voice, the subject of the sentence does the action.

• In the passive voice, the subject receives the action.
• Often passive voice sentences contain by phrases that indicate who or what performs the action.

In math, many sentences are written in the passive voice.  Sometimes the passive voice is confusing because it is difficult to know who is doing the action and what is important.  The by phrase is often deleted because the doer of the action is unknown or not important.

When should you use passive voice sentences?  When the doer of the action is unknown or unimportant.

Why is pronouncing passive voice sentence tricky?  When you use passive voice sentences, make sure to pronounce the –ed and –en endings of past participles.

Check for Understanding.  Complete these sentences using the word bank below:

1. Learning about passive and active voice helps me to know ____________ is doing the action and what part of the sentence is ______________________ .

2. To form sentences with the passive voice, I need a form of the verb _______________  and a special verb form called a ___________________  ____________________ that often ends in  -______ or - _____.

3. In the active voice, the subject of the sentence ____________________ the action.

4. In the passive voice, the subject ____________________ the action.
Word Bank: who, -en, Past Participle, important, does, what, receives, be, -ed
Active and Passive Voice
1. Read each sentence in the left column.  Then change it to active voice.  Write it in the right column.

	Passive Voice
	Active Voice

	An equation is used to create this table.
	Someone uses an equation to create this table.

	A drawer is filled with read and blue socks.
	

	A blue sock is chosen.
	

	A spinner is divided into 16 sections.
	

	Bill was offered a job.
	

	The game was played on Mondays.
	

	Twenty-five tickets are sold.
	


2. Read each sentence in the left column.  Then convert it to passive voice.  Write it in the right column.

	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	The Riddler leaves Batman a clue.
	Batman is left a clue by the Riddler.

	Someone needs 20 cubes.
	

	John selects a green t-shirt.
	

	Someone colors the area of the triangle.
	

	Someone gives 25 cards to Chris.
	

	Someone plays twelve games.
	

	Someone arranges the chairs.
	


3. Read the math problems below.  Underline 4 sentences that are written in the passive voice.  Explain what these sentences mean.

A. This stairway is made of cubes. How many cubes are needed to make the steps 9 steps high? 
B. Some students hold a bake sale to raise money for their school library. They sold candy and cookies. One of each type of treat was put into 95 paper bags and the students were allowed to keep the leftovers. 
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